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From the Newbery Honor–winning author of Genesis Begins Again comes a shimmering

picture book that shines the light on Zora Neale Hurston, the extraordinary writer and

storycatcher extraordinaire who changed the face of American literature.Zora was a girl who

hankered for tales like bees for honey. Now, her mama always told her that if she wanted

something, “to jump at de sun”, because even though you might not land quite that high, at

least you’d get off the ground. So Zora jumped from place to place, from the porch of the

general store where she listened to folktales, to Howard University, to Harlem. And everywhere

she jumped, she shined sunlight on the tales most people hadn’t been bothered to listen to

until Zora. The tales no one had written down until Zora. Tales on a whole culture of literature

overlooked…until Zora. Until Zora jumped.
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carlos alcantara, “A fun, inspiring biography with GORGEOUS illustrations!. The writing and the

illustrations make this biography of Zora Neale Hurston an engaging, inspiring, and vibrant

experience for children and adults as well. Hurston's amazing determination, despite many

obstacles, are in good hands with author, Alicia Williams and illustrator, Jacqueline Alcántara!”

Aura B. Solomon, “Headline. It was a gift for the daughter of a dear friend. They both loved it.”

Minerva Miller, “A must read!. This is an excellent book! A beautiful true story and the

illustrations are amazing!!!!”

Heidi Grange, “Incredibly well done.. This lovely book depicts the life of famed storyteller Zora

Neale Hurston and how she became a writer as well as a storyteller. Being a picture book,

Hurston's complete life story can't be told, but Williams does a fantastic job in choosing which

elements of her life to include. The text wonderfully tells how Zora loved listening and telling

stories from a young age. She'd hang around the general store as long as possible in order to

listen to the tales being swapped by the locals. I found it especially entertaining that she liked

to hitch rides with people traveling through town and tell them stories. The beautiful language

sweeps the reader right along with Zora as she's told to "jump at de sun" by her mother, but left

to do so on her own after her mother's death. Williams clearly shows how hard Zora had to

work to get off the ground and reach for the sun of her dreams. On her own at fourteen, Zora

struggled to support herself and her dreams. Yet somehow she managed to pull it off.

Alcantara's gorgeous illustrations beautifully compliment William's image-filled text. Zora's

enthusiasm and zest for life shine through in both the text and the illustrations. One of the best

picture book biographies I've ever read. The book also has an author's note with additional

information as well as additional reading and source information.  Highly recommended.”

Because My Mother Read: Book Reviews, “Vibrant and engaging. This engaging new picture

book biography is perfect for Black History Month, Women’s History Month, and every other

month!It shares the story of author Zora Neale Hurston and her lifelong mission to “jump at the

sun” as her mother advised her. The style of writing in this book gives tribute to the the

folktales and oral storytelling that Zora grew up with and later recorded for others to enjoy. And

the illustrations are so vibrant and fitting to the story. Folk characters like Brer Rabbit and John

Henry are frequently mentioned and it brought back childhood memories of hearing my dad tell

me stories of Brer Rabbit. It inspired me to pull those stories out for my kids and they are

loving them as well.”

Anitra R Schulte, “Poetic, beautiful biography on Zora Neale Hurston. "Jump at the Sun," a



picture book about writer Zora Neale Hurston, takes readers into the storyteller's childhood and

shares a vivid account of her life. Readers meet Zora in her hometown, where she absorbs the

stories told by the people in her community and begins telling her own tales to anyone who will

listen. Driven to learn and create, Zora time and again "jumps at the sun," boldly pursuing her

dreams. Jump at the Sun sings in poetic, voice-filled prose, and colorful artwork that glows with

Zora's confidence and zeal. The picture book biography captures Zora Neale Hurston's life in

scenes full of action, sound and heart.”

J, “Shines with Hurston's spirit. This is a fantastic biography of a woman who let little stop her.

Her exuberance, her intelligence, her fierce determination, all served to earn her place in

history. And this picture book captures her spirit in its voice. Inspiring and lyrical. The

illustrations match the tone of the story perfectly. Oh, and I love the hats!!”

Jessica at Cracking the Cover, “Get swept away. It’s easy to get swept away by Jump at the

Sun. Jacqueline Alcántara’s bright illustrations are full of movement and emotion. They pair

perfectly with Alicia D. Williams’ cinematic text. This fascinating story includes an in-depth

author’s note in the back matter.”

The book by Alicia D. Williams has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 85 people have provided feedback.
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